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dozen were picked up in a bunch, all grounded on
a little rocky islet close to the south-west extremity
of the Sinai Peninsula : a fact which suggests that
the layers were so negligent, or so hurried, that they
did not trouble even to scatter them.
Presumably the diversion of part of the mines from
their proper objective, the Suez Canal, was due to
the difficulty of transporting all their number across
Palestine and Sinai. It is certainly no simple matter to
convey by cart and camel over 200 miles of roadless
country engines of delicate mechanism, but the feat
was not impossible, and tactical considerations de-
manded at least that the attempt be made. The
Turkish General Staff desired apparently to get rid
of the mines at all speed and with as little trouble
as possible to themselves, and from that point of view
the Hedjaz railway offered a more attractive route.
The portage between it and Akaba is relatively short:
and once the mines were safely at that village there
was no difficulty in towing them out to sea. The
explanation is not entirely convincing : for even the
Turk must have been dubious whether mining the
Gulf of Akaba would produce any result. But his
mentality throughout the campaign was always unin-
telligible, and of it only one certain inference could
be ever drawn : it could not produce a consecutive
policy. In February Djemal sent his army across
Sinai. His objective then was the conquest of Egypt:
or alternatively to damage and block the Suez Canal.
Having failed miserably in both, fortune a few weeks
later placed in his hands a fresh weapon. At once he
employed it upon operations which, however success-
ful, could exercise no possible influence on the Suez
Canal.
If Von Kressenstein, who had now assumed the
command in Sinai, was depressed at the misuse of the
mines, he showed that his troops were capable, not

